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Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy Prospectus

Welcome
Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy opened in 
September 2019 as a primary school catering for 
children aged 4-11. The academy is part of Spencer 
Academies Trust and benefits from close links 
with outstanding schools and practitioners within 
the trust who lead on educational development 
through research across Derbyshire and beyond.

We are keen to create a high performing school 
based on developing growth mind-sets and an 
exciting and fun curriculum to serve our local 
community. In this school all children will learn 
in an environment that helps them thrive and 
understand that their learning has no limits.

Location
The school is a brand new, state of the art 
learning environment specifically designed to 
suit the needs of our children. This  includes 
a stimulating outside area for our Early Years 
children, a purposely built playground, playing 
fields, multi-use sport courts, and outdoor 
learning areas, which  promote outstanding all 
round provision.

Rachel Tunney, Principal
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Our Vision & Core Principles
Our Vision
“All children will receive the highest quality 
education and opportunities so that their potential 
is unlocked and they can GROW.”

Our GROW Motto
Our ‘Grow’ motto is integral in everything that we 
do at Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy and is the 
driver for our Grow curriculum.
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Great communication skills

Resilient, confident learners 
willing to take risks

Opportunity to be curious 
and independent

Working together through 
kindness to enjoy and achieve
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Great communication 
skills
To unlock potential for our children and to prepare 
them for the future, we believe that building 
them into ‘great communicators’ is crucial. Great 
communicators listen to others, they ask questions, 
show empathy, speak confidently and inspire 
others around them. Developing the pupil’s ability 
to deepen their thinking and questioning will lead 
to mastery learning. We also know that presenting 
skills are sought after in the modern world.

Resilient, confident 
learners willing 
to take risks
Building resilience in our learners is crucial in 
allowing them to grow and learn. Risk taking 
is essential and we want our children to feel 
confident in bouncing back from mistakes and 
learn from them. All learning opportunities will 
challenge and deepen thinking and children will 
feel encouraged to take risks through the trusted 
relationships built and the supportive ethos 
created. Work around growth mind-sets will be 
shared with the children and we will celebrate 
examples of resilient behaviour and learn about 
famous people who demonstrate these qualities.

Opportunity to be curious 
and independent
Through the GROW curriculum we will develop 
curious learners who are always questioning, 
reflecting and challenging their own thinking. We 
will develop the skills required to be self-motivated 
learners. We have a strong desire to ensure that 
doors are opened for our children and their 
potential unlocked. In order to bring about this 
change, the design of the whole delivery process of 
learning is able to embrace 21st century technology 
alongside, fun, adventure and significant, 
deepseated opportunities to learn and explore.

Working together 
through kindness to 
enjoy and achieve
We believe that when working in collaboration we 
can achieve great things. Teamwork is a crucial skill 
for our children to develop and integral to this is 
being kind to one another. We use strategies such 
as mastery partners, peer support and group work 
to create a learning together ethos. Our curriculum 
is engaging, innovative and creative to ensure 
that our children are having fun whilst learning. 
We strive to create memories every day so that all 
children become motivated life-long learners and 
can achieve their fullest potential. 
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Our Aims
Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy is a school 
that grows with the community with a focus on 
providing a high quality standard of education for 
all of our pupils. These are our aims:

Excellence in Learning 
and Teaching
At Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy we have 
a strong belief that every child has the right to 
a quality education regardless of background or 
ability, and have an entitlement to the opportunity 
of a secure progression route in their learning and 
development. We are a learning community that 
practises inclusivity, innovation, collaboration and 
flexibility, while inspiring and nurturing lifelong 
learning for students and teachers. We strive for 
excellence by ensuring that our practices are 
based on current and informed research. We 
hold ourselves accountable for the outcomes we 
achieve.

Raise Standards through 
the GROW Curriculum
The ‘GROW’ curriculum at Chellaston Fields 
Spencer Academy will challenge and stimulate our 
children into asking searching questions, shape 
their learning and enable them to develop into 
independent critical thinkers and learners. Our 

GROW curriculum is rooted in the principles of 
meaningful, engaging, valuable and challenging 
learning experiences. A great curriculum coupled 
with effective teaching will lead to fabulous 
outcomes.

Raise standards by 
involving families, parents 
and the community
We believe that it takes a community to educate 
a child. Home-School partnerships are crucial 
in allowing our children to grow and flourish, 
therefore parents will be regularly informed of their 
child’s learning, will be invited to join their children 
in lessons and will be encouraged to attend 
creative and curriculum workshops. We aim to 
ensure that parents are ever present in the learning 
process.

We aim to put community at the heart of our 
school and of our teaching and learning by 
encouraging involvement with the locality to add 
an extra dimension to our children’s learning.

Staff Training and 
Succession Planning
At Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy we build 
lifelong learners and our staff are always motivated 
in developing their own practice. We endeavour to 
ensure our staff are highly skilled and we provide 
continued professional development opportunities 
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from the Trust and Teaching Alliance to help them 
to continue to develop themselves and provide the 
highest quality teaching and learning opportunities 
for the children.

Unlock Potential
We have high expectations and have strong belief 
in all children achieving greatness with a desire to 
unlock, release and liberate potential being integral 
to everything we do. We will strive for excellence, 
remove barriers and ensure that all children receive 
a day rich in teaching and learning experiences. We 
will give pupils the opportunity to be independent 
and collaborative and use coaching partners to 
develop great learning habits. No moment in 
learning will ever be wasted. We strive to inspire 
our children, empower them and watch them 
GROW.
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Our School day
7.30 am

Seedlings breakfast Club: Targeted early day interventions, early 
day invites for vulnerable children and families

8.45 am Doors open

9.00 am Key skills practice 

Session 1: Maths Focused

Morning Break

Session 2: English Focused

Lunch: Delivered through family style dining approach 

Mindfulness

Afternoon Sessions  
Thematic Study – including Science, PE, Modern Foreign Languages, 
ICT, History, Geography, RE, PSHE, Art and Design

Interventions

GROW Assembly

3.30 pm End of School 

3.30 pm – 4.40 pm
After School Clubs: Parent Collaborative Learning Sessions (family 
learning), Sports Clubs

3.30 pm – 5.30 pm Seedlings paid for After School Provision
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Lunchtimes
Lunchtimes at Chellaston Fields are a time to 
develop social skills, have fun, exercise and enjoy 
a healthy delicious meal. Menus are published 
on our school website and all food allergies and 
dietary requirements are catered for. Meals are 
served in a ‘family dining’ style approach as this 
is an opportunity for the children to enjoy lunch 
together and a chance to really get to know each 
other in a calm, pleasant and enjoyable way.

After lunch, the children go out to play with friends 
and have opportunities to join a variety of adult led 
activities and games.



Uniform
We want all of our children to look smart 
and be ready for their learning each and 
every day. Our School Uniform includes our 
School Logo on a Navy Sweatshirt/Cardigan, 
white shirt/polo shirt and grey trousers or 
skirt. Logoed reading book bags will also be 
available.

Our PE kit includes a white polo shirt/T-shirt, 
black shorts/tracksuit bottoms and black 
plimsolls/trainers.
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unlocks potential in all of children and allows them 
to flourish.

Developing the holistic child is of upmost 
importance and, with this in mind, we offer a broad 
and balanced curriculum which encompasses 
academic subjects, sport, music and spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural education. Children will 
also learn a modern foreign language and this will 
be enhanced through the study of at least one 
book per year written in a different country. 

In Reception, children will follow the Early Years 
Foundation Stage curriculum with a focus on 
learning through purposeful play, phonics, books 
and literacy. Extensive use will be made of outdoor 
learning with opportunities to develop reading, 
writing and numeracy skills woven through all 
activities.

Curriculum
Curriculum Strategy
Our curriculum at Chellaston Fields Spencer 
Academy will be full of ‘WOW’ moments so that 
learning is real, exciting, fun and challenging. It 
is based on developing growth mind-sets and 
building on knowledge, so is named the GROW 
curriculum. It will challenge and stimulate our 
children into asking searching questions, shape 
their learning and enable them to develop into 
independent critical thinkers and learners. The 
curriculum is based around quality texts each half 
term. This allows for vocabulary to be developed 
and a love of books and literature to be developed 
at an early age. The delivery of the curriculum will 
have a strong emphasis on talk, active learning, 
challenge and independence.

Building resilience is crucial in ensuring that our 
children are lifelong learners and have a positive 
mental health and well-being. Children will be 
helped to develop their growth-mindset through 
reflection time, believing that with hard work and 
determination, anything can be achieved.

Varied enrichment opportunities will be provided 
to all children to consistently enhance their 
learning experiences and at least one visit or 
visitor will be used to bring learning to life each 
half term. Our curriculum offers opportunities to 
inspire creativity, curiosity and build aspirations. It 
is extremely important to us that the curriculum 
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A Praise Culture
Praise is central to our GROW culture. We believe 
that a culture of praise and celebration heightens 
motivation. Happy children enjoy school and 
spread happiness. Children who feel safe, happy 
and proud of their achievements will grow to fulfil 
their potential. As part of our timetable, every week 
we have ‘Grow’ celebration assembly where we 
may invite parents to come into school to celebrate 
childrens’ successes.

Building a Community
At Chellaston Fields we believe passionately that 
children, parents and staff belong to a learning 
community. On a regular basis parents/carers and 
visitors from the local community, including local 
businesses, will be invited to share the children’s 
learning. Classes will showcase their best learning 
with children explaining what they have learnt over 
the half-term.

We will ensure that there is strong communication 
with parents and carers. We publish a regular 
newsletter and send messages through Class Dojo 
to inform parents about the goings on within 
school. We will provide opportunities for parents/
carers to come into school to see how their child 
is progressing. Such opportunities include parents’ 
evenings, activity days and open afternoons. As 
well as our newsletter, we will also tweet and post 
all the latest information and exciting events from 
school.



Chellaston Spencer Academy is a member of the Spencer Academies Trust

a: Riber Drive, Chellaston, DE73 6WS

t: 01332 981239

e: info@chellastonfieldsspencer.co.uk

w: chellastonfieldsspencer.co.uk

 @ ChellastonFSA


