Wednesday 16th December 2020

PTFA

Christmas may have been different this year but that
hasn’t stopped us making some magical memories
and having lots of festive fun!

Thank you to the PTFA for the first two events of the year.
The first was an online quiz with our very own Quizmaster
Mr King! Congratulations to Jacob in Year 4 for winning
the quiz. Here he is with his prize – a hamper full of
goodies. The second was a very special story with Santa.

A.A. Milne class performed and starred in our first
Nativity Film production. They took advantage of not
being confined to the stage and took their nativity all
around school with props and sets to create a
fantastic show.
Year 1 practised and performed a cracking Christmas
dance and also sang songs around the Christmas tree.
Year 4 used their new found musical talents to put on
a Christmas performance featuring them playing the
violin or cello. We hope you enjoy these
performances.

Christmas Cards

Christmas at Chellaston Fields

The whole school watched an online performance of
the Nottingham Playhouse Cinderella panto. School
was full of shouts of ‘he’s behind you!” and lots of
laughter.
We also had a very special visitor to our Christmas
parties who brought a present to each child. Thank
you Santa 
In addition to all the Christmas performances the
children have also made some lovely Christmas
themed crafts. We’ll still be hoovering up the
(biodegradable) glitter next year!

Instead of buying and sending Christmas cards this year,
we asked instead that you made a donation to Bridge
the Gap. Bridge the Gap are a local charity that support
children’s mental health and family wellbeing. They
have recently being supporting the schools affected by
the fires. The original link that I shared has now expired.
Here is a new one Bridge the Gap or
https://www.jwbridgethegap.com/support-packscheme

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year
from all of us here at Chellaston Fields. We hope you
all stay safe over the festive season and get to spend
time with your loved ones.

Menus
Week beginning 4th January Week 1
Week beginning 11th January Week 2
Week beginning 18th January Week 3
Week beginning 25th January Week 1
Week beginning 1st February Week 2
Week beginning 8th February Week 3
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INSET day activities
On our surprise INSET day on Friday 18th the children are encouraged to work from home. We have given each child a
pack of activities and they can also access the online platforms that are available (e.g. Google Classroom, Spelling shed,
Numbots) to practise key skills. We would also like each child to spend some time reading.

Class News: Roald Dahl Year 4
Wow! What another fantastic half-term of learning! I would like to take this chance to thank you for all of your continued
support with the children’s learning at home. As a result of this, the children have made excellent progress with their times
tables, spellings and reading fluency this year so far. Building upon our knowledge of water, from our previous topic, we
have learnt about how water has been used through time to generate power and energy. As scientists, we have explored
the history of electricity and steam, made our own electrical circuits and investigated which materials are conductors or
insulators of electricity and how this impacts our daily life. As writers, we have unpicked and up-levelled the language and
vocabulary used in the story The Iron Man by Ted Hughes and created our own missing posters, using descriptive language.
We have learnt how to use subordinating conjunctions in our writing and speech punctuation accurately within a sentencewhich was perfect for our witness statements in our newspaper reports about the Iron Man! As readers, we have learnt
and rehearsed a poem for Remembrance Day, unpicking old English language and vocabulary, retrieved information from
The Firework Maker’s Daughter and taken lots of opportunities to wonder and infer information in regards to the plot, the
story and the characters and the children can’t wait to finish it! Finally, as mathematicians, the children have demonstrated
their ability to use a range of methods including the bar model and the part-whole models to solve addition and subtraction
worded problems, showing a great deal of resilience. We are all extremely proud of how hard the children are working and
can’t wait to welcome them back next-half term to continue! Have a lovely Christmas Year 4!

Class News: Julia Donaldson Year 1
We have had such a busy term! We have really loved learning all about the Victorians and comparing what our
children’s lives are like to what a Victorian’s child life was like, we can’t believe some of the differences! Our
Victorian dress up day might have been my favourite day of the year so far! We have really enjoyed learning all
about The Nightmare Before Christmas this half term as well, and we even ended it by writing our own stories. We
have focussed a lot on Art this half term, our Remembrance Day poppy art was quite tricky to make, but helped us
develop our resilience and we love our glittery firework pictures for Bonfire Night. We are so proud of how hard all
of our children have worked this term and we hope you all get a well deserved and very Merry Christmas!

Class News: A A Milne Reception
What an amazing first term that our children have had! We have settled into school life brilliantly and have become
amazing and curious learners. They have made some great progress so far! We have explored how marvellous we
are as well as learning about our wonderful community. It has been so interesting to investigate Rolls Royce, Derby
County and our home addresses. Also, we have read and adventured through some fabulous books such as ‘The
Smartest Giant in Town’, ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ & ‘The Scarecrows Wedding’. This has allowed us to
celebrate some important events for example Diwali, Remembrance Day, weddings & birthday’s, the first man on
the moon etc... Over the Christmas period the children have baked some tasty ginger bread people, made pine
cone decorations and have worked extremely hard on creating our first COVID Nativity! Whoop! Whoop! We are so
proud of all the hard work, resilience and kindness that our children have shown. Have a fabulous Christmas and we
are so excited to welcome you all back in the new year!
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Diary dates
Please note the INSET Day on 22nd February is now cancelled and replaced by May 28 th
Dates for the rest of the year outlined below. Further details about specific events to follow nearer the
time. Planned events will be reviewed in line with COVID restrictions and government guidance
DATES FOR WHOLE SCHOOL

-

Friday 18th December 2020: INSET day (School closed to children)
Monday 4th January 2021: INSET day (School closed to children)
Friday 15th January: School photos. Siblings photos at 8:45 in the hall, please bring your child to external
door
Friday 5th February: NSPCC Number Day wear something inspired by your favourite number
Week beginning 15th February Half Term
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day lots of book related activities, children can dress up as their
favourite book character
Week beginning 15th March: Parents Evenings
Friday 19th March: Red Nose Day
Monday 29th March: The Great ‘Eggshibition’. Create a character from an egg and perhaps a scene to go
with it. Entries to be displayed and if restrictions allow parents invited to view and vote for a winner.
Friday 2nd April: Good Friday Bank Holiday and start of Easter holidays – School Closed
Monday 19th April: Summer term - return to school
Tuesday 11th May: Eid celebration, children can wear party clothes
Friday 28th May: INSET day (School closed to children)
Monday 31st May: Bank holiday and start of half term holiday
Monday 7th June: INSET day (School closed to children)
Tuesday 8th June: Start of Summer 2 term
Thursday 22nd July: Last day of summer term, break up for summer holiday

-

DATES FOR RECEPTION—A A MILNE CLASS
Thursday 1st April: Easter Bonnet Parade at 2:45

-

-

DATES FOR YEAR 1—JULIA DONALDSON
Tuesday 5th January: Dinosaur day. Lots of dinosaur related activities. Children can wear something
green or dress up in something dinosaur related.

-

Friday 11th

DATES FOR YEAR 4 – ROALD DAHL CLASS
February: Egyptian Day, children can wear Egyptian inspired attire
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Experience days and dressing up
At the start of a topic we will always aim to have an exciting launch. This is intended to spark children’s curiosity and to
give them an experience that will provide a basis for further learning. At the end of a topic we will also aim to incorporate
a ‘destination’ event. This is something that enables the children to showcase and celebrate their learning.
We also love to join in with other celebrations and events. These enrich our children’s knowledge and understanding of
the world and can teach about the importance of community, charity and making a positive contribution.
In normal times these launch and destinations may involve going on a trip somewhere or having visitors in.
At the moment we are very limited in what we can plan so we are trying to be creative with our thinking. Sometimes we
may plan a day that involves dressing up or preparing something at home. We are conscious that this can occur an extra
costs to parents (either in time, money, or both!)
As a team we have agreed to provide cheap and easy ideas for costumes when corresponding about dressing up days and
will make it clear that there is no expectation that you buy costumes. We will also aim to give you as much notice as
possible. Where possible we will create time in school for children to design and make costumes/props.

Join the team – Cleaning vacancy
Churchills cleaning are looking for a cleaning colleague to work in our school
1600-1815 Monday to Friday
Hourly rate £9:30 paid fortnightly
The right candidate must have excellent cleaning standards and be very reliable and trustworthy, DBS checked.
Location: Riber Drive DE73-6WS
More information please contact Phil 07841 340344 only in office hours 9-5pm

Track and Trace

Contact details

From the 18th to the 23rd December if your child has a positive
COVID test result please contact to let me know via Class Dojo
message. This will enable me to carry out a risk assessment and
contact anyone that I need to. I will be checking Class Dojo every
day between the hours of 10am and 2pm.

Please ensure that we have the most up to date
contact details for you. This includes contact
numbers, email addresses and address.
Please let Miss Shore know of any changes either
by dropping her a message or giving her a call.

Staying Safe online
Over Christmas many of our children will enjoy playing games online and some may be lucky enough to receive new
devices to play on. This week we have reminded the children of the key safety messages when going online – not to
share personal information and to tell an adult if they see or hear anything that makes them feel uncomfortable. As our
children become increasingly tech savvy it becomes harder for us to know how to keep them safe. The NSPCC have
produced some useful guides on their website. These include setting up parental controls and also how to talk to your
child. Click on/cut and paste the links to find out more https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-andinfo/share-aware.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
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Message from Derbyshire CC – Winter grant scheme
If you are a family on a low income you could get food vouchers for your children over the Christmas
period. The money to pay for these vouchers has come from the government through its COVID-19
winter grant scheme which is over and above the other support schemes already provided by
Derbyshire County Council.
The family of every child who gets free school meals in Derbyshire schools because of low income can
get a £30 food voucher for the Christmas holidays. You will get another voucher in February if you are
still eligible, the amount will depend on the number of children who qualify at that time. Some other
families are also eligible based on financial hardship. You will receive vouchers if you meet one of the
following criteria:
• Have a child aged 3 to 18 in a Derbyshire school (nursery to year 13), eligible for free school meals
because of low household income.
• Have a child aged 3 or 4 not in a Derbyshire school nursery that receives free childcare and qualifies
for 'pupil premium' based on low income (this is sometimes called 'economic funding').
• Have a child aged 2 that is eligible for free 2-year-old childcare because of low household income.
You do not need to do anything if your child already meets these criteria (see our website for full terms
and conditions). We will contact you and you should receive a payment by email or text message that
should arrive by 21 December 2020.
If you have children and you do not currently claim free school meals or meanstested free childcare
you may still be eligible. For full details of the scheme or to see what help and support is available,
please visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk/winter
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